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Barbizon Hotel, Long an Anachronism, Begins a New Life

By ALAN & OSER

On Valentine's Day tha Barbizon
Hatel for Women at Lexingtin Avenise
and 634 Street changed it name (o the
Barbizon and af o sccept male
guesis. News gatherers assembied 1o
recopd the momentous event. The botel
had a el & drawing from the
names of B moen and whao
had registered, and Or. Dawid Cleve
land of Cambridge, Mass. | was immor-
talized as the firs mals (o rent & room
al ke Barbizon since i1 was built io
1%F7.

In real estate terms, the hotel has
been an anachronizm for years but not
because it accepted only women. [[ was
2 low-priced hote] — actually a single-
oo G hatel = in & location
capable of commanding luwury rents.
Alter = transition 18 compdeded, 18 will
silll be wnusual becanse it will be the
enly medium-priced hotel for transient
Euests in the exclusive East 60's,

Mo doubt 1t would never have hap-
pened this way had the cenership swe-
ceedad in reloca the remalning
women tengnts with -term leases.
Some of them have lived a1 the Barbd.
oom for more than 39 years. Since that
pegutiation failed, however, the cwnérs
are moving forward with ihe floor-by-
Meor comversion, having firs] =t
a2 wing where the o T

Rong-term
wha do not want to leave will remain,

stopped accepting weekly and monthly

The ent in the situation is
David Teirelbaum, the 4-year-ld prins

clpal in Teitelbaum Holdings Ltd. He is
alza a partoer in the Barbizon owmer.

1] Barbilex Associates. Mr.
rnmmﬁﬂ‘bummmu rof the
botel in 1574 and has rema B0 under
three ownerships.

Under the current cwnership Myr.
Teitelbaum i the general partner, and
he finds himsslf in charge of the very
type of comversion that be says he advo
cated in the firae place. ln an intervew
this week, he described the upgrading
project now under way.

Two years ago there were 500 long-
e wormnen tenants i 636 rooms of the
Barbizon, most of the rooms being only
124 square fest, Om most floors, bath-
rooms and shiwers are “down the
hall,"* The tenants were paying wesakly
and manthly rates, protected by rent
controd Or pent stabdlization.

william Zeckendord Jr. was the
owner ot the time. His hope was (o *J-
51 the building. This jargon, used by
real evtate . eAns & bodal refias
bilitatlon into rental apartments using
the clty's J-51 tax Incentive programm,
much as Mr. Teckendor? has $ooe Al
the formar MeAlpin Hotel ot Broadway
And Mth Street,

The Barbiten Hotel for Women

tenants, ard the number gradually fell.
After the Barbllex purchase, long-term
jenencies declined still further.

[ ] L L ]

Then came negoliations o relocate
the remalning tenants, "We offersd §1
millicn,” Mr. Teitelbaum sajid. When
these negotiations falled, the plan for
the hote| changed.

The kel is U.cha . With the base
of the U focing &3d Street just east of

on Avenwee. On the main Moors
the Batel ks 130 private rooms (with
thedr own baths), 3 semiprivate rooms
{two semiprivale fooms share a single
bathroom) and €3 “pension®’ rooms.
Thee penagon, or dormitory=style, roaoms
use shared-bath facilities.

The todal {5 633 Subtract 111 rooms
for remalning long-term tenants (all of
O s i it A Bkt
tianed roome in a
taudiders would bave 34 rooms avall-
able for transient use. But hall of the
pension rooms that are available for
reconstruction will be eliminated by
dooibiing the 2ire of ERCh oo,

In the end, afier an estimated £33
million imvestment, the Barbizon will
have #61 rooms for transienis, a mix-
utum of private gnd semiprivate fnclli-

=,

The average rato st the Barbizon for
an existing transient room, with pri-
vale bath and 150 square feet of space,
18 $40 to $39 & night, The mmrlu-
for & newly comverted room pri-

vile bath will be 369 o §79 a night.
"We're putling 10 rooms a wesk on
stream,” Mr, Teitelbaum sald. The
reconditioned s=miprivate rooms, he
added, will rend at £33 ro 349 a night,

The 25,000 square fect on the tower
Meors of this vaguely Mopoccan.look-
ing building are marked off by an out-
disar wraparouand ferrace at the 15th
floor. The tower will be rented cut on
long leases as expensive apariments,
And arihe base (he owners will create a
Lordonesque " Palm Court'' an & level
abave afid overlooking a radically rede-
slgned main bbby, 15 fir e & bar
and a restaurunt seating M0,

The hogel’s healch Tacillty, with a 2
food-bry-60-foot pood, 45 10 be leased 10 @
private cperator. It will have abowt
10,000 square feet of space, Opening in
Octaber or Mavember. The hotel will be
fully tax-paying, which would not have
besn the cose in & conversion to spart-
MEns,

With varlpus partmers, Mr. Teitel.
bauwm also owns cther properties in the
city, He converted the buflding ac 111
Fourth Avenue inte 180 rental apart.
menld A e mid-1870"s and later com-
verted [t into & copperative. He is alsa
the designated developer wha will con-
werf the Federal Archives building in
ﬁ:imr.lch "-’:Illl;mbhuu:;. :

0 anolher pro L]
eoaversion of the rental Mm’ig
Central Park South into a cooperative.




