Inner-city sanctum comes in stones

Mﬂt't than 10 years ago, third-
eneration stone cutter Alan
e lefi his job and his En-
lish homeland o answer a halv gall
of help, Three months after his arrive
al at hew York Cuv's Cathedral of 51,
John the Divine, the world's largest
Gothic cathedral, the man he rﬁ:i
come 10 assist rewumed w England,
leaving Bird the master mason for the
cnitre Ewa]{:a: the comurucnon of two
J00-fi-high stome towers, several cha-
pels and a sunken cloaster,

Obwiously, Bird needed help, so he
wook charge of the church’'s program
1o recruit and train unemploved inner-
city vouths in the ancent an of stone-
cutting. Bevond providing jobs, Bird
says, “What | wanted to do was bring
some aldsworld values of l:|;|1-|;||_-I pa-
uence and longevty (o these e.”
When sdmingftwllﬂr' farst lhr-:rnmoF]
prentices, Bird savs he “looked for

ple with the abiluy 1o listen, The
skill was my end of the i

The “old-world values” have paid
off. Today there are more than 50 full-
time, Bird-trained stonecutters at the
cathedral, Thev have erected more
than 4,000 of the projected 11,000
stones for the Arst tower. But the
ing 15 show, “The complenon of ﬁ
cathedral s scheduled for 150 vears
from now, so patience is important,”
notes Bird,

A considerable demand for the ex-

is¢ of Bird's stone cutters prompd-
ed the cathedral 1 join with New York
Cuy developer David M. Teitelbaum
1o form a paninership called Cathedral
Stoneworks. Profits from the partner-
ship are divided equally, with the ca-
thedral’s half invested back into s
own bulding progect, “We are blend-
ing medieval skills with modem tech-
nology o make stone a strong com-
]:u.-lilur with wron and sweel,” savs Bard.

——

The enterprise has won several othe
er large contracts. including work on
the city's Lchish Museurm and the Fifth
Ave, Presbyienan Church, 25 well as a
facade for Camegie-Mellon Universi-
tv's College of Fine Ans in Pinshburgh,
“We were impressed by the quality of
their work and happy 1o contract a
company that uses its profits for such a
beneficial cause,” savs Richard Cleary,

f:‘ﬂ_‘lﬂ:[_ manager for the Camegie-Mel-
n building.

~ Bird plans o help start other similar
mnEr-CHY, SLONCCULLng raining  pro-
grams. “We want o teach the skills
along with the abibioy o them on
Lo next generanon,  sayvs Bird,
whose own I7-vear-old som began
working last year as a fourth-genera-
ton stonecutter. “This whole thing is
nzl;djml about building churches,” says
Bird, “It's about building people.” =
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